2020 mLearning
BYO MacBook Program
Updated August 2019

Year 5 and Year 6

mLearning
Innovation
Creativity
Critical Thinking
Collaboration
Problem-Solving

Our school is committed
to providing a
contemporary learning
environment that equips
students with the
necessary skills to be
successful in the future.
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mLearning links to our School Vision and Motto
We love our school!
It is a dynamic learning community.
We are respectful in our relationships.
We value choice and the right to be safe.
We are learning for today and for tomorrow!
Our Vision at Peregian Springs State School is built around innovation and
best practice in six key areas, with the common thread of quality
relationships tying our Peregian Connections together:
• Relationships – ways in which all members of the school community work together
• Respect – respect for ourselves and others in our community and in the wider world
• Creativity – ability to turn new and imaginative ideas into reality
• Enjoyment – learning is linked to the need for fun and enjoyment
• Learning – what students learn and how learning is assessed and reported
• Resilience – ways in which students adapt successfully in the face of challenges to emotional and
physical safety
• Global Citizenship – ways in which students and staff connect with the world, locally and globally

These key areas are delivered through our school
motto ‘learning for today and for tomorrow’,
signifying an effort to bring us together as a
community to do our best for our young people. We
aim to connect learning, values and relationships
and promote the desire to lead happy fulfilling lives.
A one-to-one student laptop environment
supports and enables our Vision and Motto to
translate to everyday ways of working with the
school environment.

mLearning:
The ‘m’ in mLearning stands for mobile. mLearning is learning anywhere at anytime and focuses on
the mobility of the learner interacting with portable technologies. Students use mobile tools for
creating, problem solving, innovating and collaborating.

BYO:
BYO stands for ‘Bring your Own’. As part of the mLearning Program, students are given the
opportunity to have their own device at school.
3
Peregian Springs State School

mLearning 2020 Yr 5-6 BYO MacBook Program

mLearning – Macbook Device Information
A MacBook Air 13” is the preferred device for use at school for students in Year Five and Six.
The table below outlines device models and suitability:
Device Name/Type
MacBook 12”
MacBook Air 13”
MacBook Pro 13”

Year of Manufacture
2017 and onwards
2017 and onwards
2017 and onwards
Older, superseded models*
No longer manufactured
No longer manufactured

MacBook Air 11”
‘White’ MacBook

Allowed
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No

Why an Apple Macbook?
Our staff prefer the Apple Macbook for the following key reasons:
• It is the platform used throughout the school and students are already familiar with it.
• Macbooks can be used by Coolum High School, which is our local high school.
• Apple Education Consultants work closely with our staff on educational developments.
• Apple devices best facilitate rich media creation whilst providing a range of sophisticated
communication software.
• Apple devices statically have less chance of virus, malware or security breaches – meaning
maximum ‘up time’.
• Apple have reliable support and warranty services for customers.
The research and the advice we continue to receive is that for primary school children it is best to be
specific and have only one type of computer in the classroom. This limits the amount of technical and
software support teachers give students who are just starting out with their own personal laptop. It’s only
when students get to the later years of high school they have the advanced skills to manage their device
without teacher intervention.
Recommended Accessories
• Strong sturdy case or bag
• Identification for the case and the Macbook
• An external hard drive used only by this Macbook
• Headphones
Purchasing a MacBook
You can purchase a Macbook from:
• Apple store - Chermside remains our closest
• Apple online - www.apple.com.au
• Authorised Apple reseller such as iLove Computers (Noosaviile and Mooloolaba)
• Large retailers such as: Myer, JB Hi Fi, Harvey Norman and Officeworks
Technical support and Warranty
PSSS staff will configure the MacBook for secure connection to our wireless
network and assist students to connect to printers and other school devices.
School staff may also be able to assist with software configurations and identify
the need to seek warranty service.
All other hardware and technical support issues are the responsibility of parents.
This needs to be taken in to consideration when selecting a supplier and support
package.
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Students and parents sign an ICT agreement at the start of each school year which outlines some of the
information outlined below:

Summarised Roles and Responsibilities:

Student

•

•

Parent

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

School

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Respect and look after their own and others’ devices at all times, including:
o Transport of Macbooks to and from school in a safe manner
o Plugs, cords and cables should be inserted and removed carefully
o Keeping food and drink away from devices
o Ensure device is never left in an unsupervised area
o Keeping the device clean
Device use at school is for educational purposes, including:
o Ensure Macbooks are fully charged at the start of the school day
o Assigned class work and assignments set by teachers
o Use of school only email accounts for the purpose of learning
o Regularly back up all learning files
o Complying with intellectual property and copyright laws
o Use of school network and internet in accordance to annual ICT Agreement
Efficient use of school resources including printing and internet
Keep secure individual passwords and user names
Maintain security of personal information whilst working online
Self-monitor screen time and take regular breaks
Discuss with their children and establish standards to follow when using the device in the
home environment (The school advises that usage at home is monitored)
Spend time with your child getting used to the operation of the device
Consider insuring the MacBook for theft and damage
Maintain the device in good working order
Ensure the device is clearly labelled and record the serial number of the device in a
secure location
Ensure that inappropriate material or unlicensed software is removed from devices
before bringing the device to school
Ensure all education software is installed and updated on the device
Support children with regularly backing up learning files
Understand that primary aged students may not take part in restricted social networking
sites such as: Facebook, Snapchat and Instagram
Stay informed with Cybersafety information through school communication
Ensuring students understand the school’s ICT Agreement and requirements
BYO Macbook induction
Facilitate learning based on the Australian Curriculum and utilising technology as a
learning tool appropriately
Provide information and advice to parents and students on appropriate ICT security and
updates
Proactively prepare students with strategies regarding cyber safety, safe internet and
email practices.
Provide students with systems to report ICT concerns with school staff
Provide a secure location to store Macbooks when at school
Ensure that students are aware of occupational health and safety issues when using
laptops
Exercise duty of care by avoiding or reducing access to harmful information for students
Ensure ICT and devices are utilised with good behaviour and inappropriate student use
is investigated and appropriate action taken. This may include restricted network access
for a period as deemed appropriate by the school.
Remind students and parents of their responsibilities at the beginning of each school
year
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mLearning – Cyber Safety at Home
The following advice looks at ways parents can support their student in using the internet effectively, so they can
enjoy and learn from the internet safely and securely. The school regular updates parents through its common
communication.
Set Boundaries
Students don't need to use the Macbook all the time atvhome. If you are experiencing problems, we recommend that
you specify:
• Where in the house the Macbook can be used.
• Where it is to be stored when not in use.
Monitor
• Talk about internet activities openly and freely.
• Have your child use the Macbookin a shared family area where you can monitor how long your child is
online as well as the websites your child is visiting.
• Mobile phones and other digital devices have access the internet, so these devices need to be monitored
also.
Share the Experience
• Ask your child to demonstrate the way they use their Macbook for school.
• Ask your child to teach you how to use the Macbook.
• Focus on the positive aspects of the internet whenyou sharing the experience with your child. Spend time
looking together at sites that are fun, interesting or educational.
• Encourage your child to question things on the internet, e.g. Who is in charge of this site? Have I found
information, or is it just opinion? Is this site trying to influence me or sell me something?
• Have a play with the Macbook and apps by yourself to better understand how they work.
Protect
• Explain to your child that not all information on the internet is good, true or helpful, and that some areas are
not intended for children to see.
• Help your child identify unsuitable material by naming some things to look out for, such as sites that contain
scary or rude pictures, swearing or angry words.
• Empower your child to use the internet safely by showing your child safe sites and explaining why they are
safe. It's also important to educate your child on why it's not safe to give out any personal details online.
• There are many home network filter programs on the market.A simple search for 'Home Web Filtering' will
give you the current lists; many programs are free. The advantage for parents is that this can be applied to
ALL devices in the home.
Parental Controls
• Parental controls are available on the Macbook. For more information go to www.apple.com/au/support and
search for ‘Parental Controls’.
• Please be careful with this feature. Parental controls can block features that will be needed at school.
• If you forget the password, the device will need to be wiped and reset to factory settings.

mLearning – Student Use
Internet Use at School
At school, students must agree to follow the Appropriate Use/Behaviour of School Network guidelines in
relation to Internet Use. Internet access is provided by Department of Education’s Managed Internet
Service (MIS) and provides students with content-filtered internet access and virus-filtered email. MIS
provides the means to filter students’ access to web pages from a global level controlled by Department of
Education and from a school level.
Internet Use at Home
MacBooks are easily able to be configured to connect to a home wireless accounts. If internet connectivity
at home is enabled, parents will be able to utilise MacBook’s Parental Controls to filter website content.
The software identifies the suitability of internet content and filters accordingly. Parental Controls also
keep a detailed log of websites visited; websites that have been blocked, applications used and chat
details. It is also possible to set time limits for weekdays and weekends in which the MacBook can be
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used. For more information go to www.apple.com/au/support and search for ‘Parental Controls’. Where
families have Parental Controls activated on a BYO MacBook, these will need to be unlocked at times
during the school year so that access to the school internet can be gained. Parents may then lock these
again once access at school has been granted.
Email Use
While at Peregian Springs State School, students have access to
a school email account, which can be accessed from home and
school for the purposes of learning. It is not to be used for the
purpose of socialising. Emails are monitored for inappropriate
use, content and language. Students will not be permitted to
access other email accounts during school time.
Charging Batteries
MacBooks must be brought to school fully charged. The power
supply should be left at home. Leaving the power supply at
home reduces the weight of the equipment students’ transport to
and from school and reduces likelihood of damage and/or loss.
Backing Up Files
Students/families should use an external hard drive to back up files and restore the MacBook. It is the
responsibility of the student to maintain a backup of files; this is best done using Apple’s in-built Time
Machine software. Once an external drive is assigned to Time Machine it will automatically save up-todate copies of photos, music, videos, documents, applications and settings. The school takes no
responsibility for backing up the data and software on student BYO computers. Students are required to
leave their external drive at home unless directed to bring it to school under special circumstances.
Parents will be notified if the external drive is required at school.
Printing
Students may have access to the printer in their classroom; however, they will need to seek permission to
print materials. Students are encouraged to print only when necessary in order to conserve paper and
toner supplies.
Mac Security systems
The Mac Operating System (MacOS) has been designed with advanced technologies that work together
to monitor, encrypt, update and ultimately keep Macs safe. Apple regularly update their software. Users
are notified of these software updates and should always have the latest and safest version running on
their Mac. For more information visit: and http://www.apple.com/osx/what-is/security.html
Families may choose to install other anti-virus solutions, so long as they do not interfere with the working
condition of the MacBook on the school network. Most well known anti-virus products create software
that will not interfere on our school network or provide a feature to disable the protection when on other
networks.

mLearning – General Care
General Precautions
• It is recommended that food or drink should be kept away from MacBooks at all times.
• Cords, cables, and removable storage must be inserted into, and removed from the MacBook carefully.
• Students should carry their MacBook with the screen closed.
• The MacBook should never be left in a car or any unsupervised area.
• Students are responsible for ensuring the battery is charged for school each day.
Transporting the MacBook
Students must use a protective laptop carry bag which sufficient padding to protect the equipment from normal
treatment and provide a suitable means for carrying the MacBook within the school. The guidelines below should be
followed:
• The MacBook should always be within the protective case when carried.
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• Some carrying cases can hold other objects, such as clipboards and exercise books but these must be kept
to a minimum to avoid placing too much pressure and weight on the MacBook screen.
• It is recommended that students do not carry drink bottles of any kind in this carry bag.
Screen Care
The screens can be damaged if subjected to rough treatment. They are particularly
susceptible to damage from excessive pressure.
• Do not lean on the top of the MacBook when it is closed.
• Do not place anything near the MacBook that could put pressure on the screen.
• Do not place anything in the carry case that will press against the cover.
• Do not poke the screen.
• Do not close the MacBook with another item resting on the keyboard
• Do not place anything on the keyboard before closing the lid
• Clean the screen with a soft, dry cloth or anti-static cloth.

mLearning – Occupational Health and Safety
Students are advised to consider the following advice when using their MacBook.
• Taking regular rest breaks (at least every 20 minutes; more often if the setup is not ideal to allow
muscles and vision to recuperate.
• Not using the MacBook for more than 2 hours in any session.
• Working in an environment free from glare.
• Using the MacBook on a desk rather than on the lap whenever possible.
• Angling the screen to minimise the need to bend the neck.
• Using a chair that maintains good posture.
• Reducing the need to carry the MacBook (where practicable).
Potential Hazards
The main feature of mobile devices that causes problems is the minimal amount of ergonomic adjustment
– this promotes poor posture. If the screen is at the optimal height for the operator then the keyboard is
too high, and if the keyboard is at the optimal height then the screen is too low. Both scenarios may
contribute to muscle discomfort or strain to varying degrees.
Potential injuries that can occur through using laptops include:
• Occupational Overuse syndrome (OOS) [also known as repetitive strain injury (RSI)] as a result of
sustained unnatural postures and/or prolonged tension on muscles, tendons, and other soft
tissues.
• Eye strain through use in environments where there is poor lighting, glare, or reflection, and as a
result of straining to view details on small screens.
• Manual handling strain through carrying the MacBook for extended periods and/or lifting them out
of awkward spaces. Strain may be the aggravation of an existing injury.
• Tripping hazards can also exist where the mobile device has external cables attached such as
mains power cords, telephone lines or external hard drive connectors.
Minimising the Risk of Strain or Injury
• If the MacBook is to be used for extended periods of more than 2 hours in any one session an
external monitor and/or keyboard and mouse should be used.
• Where possible, place the MacBook on a desk at a height where the elbows are at 90 degrees
and the wrists kept straight.
• Wherever possible sit in a comfortable chair at a desk.
• Taking frequent rest breaks at least every 20 minutes but more often if the setup is not optimal to
allow eyes and muscles to recuperate.
• Avoid using the MacBook for extended periods (maximum of 2 hours in any session).
• Using an external mouse, keyboard, and monitor where possible.
• Setting the screen at an angle that reduces, as far as possible, the need to bend your neck and
minimises reflection.
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Preventing Eye Strain
Eyestrain and headaches can be caused by the constant viewing of small objects on small screens,
incorrect monitor position, or glare or reflection from lighting sources. The risk of eyestrain can be
reduced by ensuring students:
• Work in environments free from glare or reflection.
• Have adequate lighting.
• Increase font size for comfortable viewing.
• Use a standard computer monitor where possible.
• Position the monitor for comfortable viewing distance.
• Take frequent rest breaks. An old but valid idea is the 20/20 rule that states ‘every 20 minutes look
at something 20 feet away (approx 6 metres) for 20 seconds’.
• Regularly blink to lubricate your eyes.
• Adjusting the monitor colours and/or contrasts and altering the touchpad or mouse settings can
also assist in reducing eyestrain.

The Peregian Springs State School mLearning BYO (Bring Your Own) Program:
• enables a personalisation of student learning through access to rich learning resources;
• teaches students to take responsibility for their learning and learning resources
• best facilitates the development of knowledge and skills necessary for the 21st century
workforce, including digital-age literacy, innovative and creative thinking, effective
communication and high levels of productivity;
• allows continuous access to educational materials allowing learning efficiency to happen
anywhere, anytime;
• facilitates implementation of the Australian Curriculum expectations
• provides an engaging, interactive environment for learning; and
• strengthens links between home and school.

References
• Australian Standard AS 3590 (1990) screen-based
workstations, workstation furniture and input devices.
• Occupational Overuse syndrome – Keyboard Operators:
Reducing the Risk.
• Workplace Health and Safety –
http://www.deir.qld.gov.au/workplace/index.htm
• Officewise. Victoria WorkCover
http://www.workcover.vic.gov.au
• Cyber Safety and Online Support Sites Cyber safety and
cyberbullying -A guide for parents and caregivers
http://education.qld.gov.au/learningplace/help/online-safetysupport.html
• http://www.cybersafetyhelp.gov.au/easyguide
• http://www.cybersmart.gov.au
• http://www.aplatformforgood.org
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